INTRODUCTION
When R. hirsuta Volk & Perold (1986), the figures of which are referred to below as 1986, was described, it was assumed that all five specimens then listed under this species, definitely belonged here. Among these specimens, only Oliver 8040 had mature spores. Even though there were some indications that the material was not quite homogeneous, the possibility of another, rather similar species, existing in the same area seemed remote, and it was assumed that all material belonged to one species. During fieldwork by Perold in Namaqualand in September/October 1987 and August/September 1988 and by Oliver in July 1989, six new collections of densely hairy specimens were made, each one with distinctly papillose spores which on maturity remain in permanent, ± globular tetrahedral tetrads. These collections belong to a new species, R. tomentosa (see below). Fresh gatherings of/?, hirsuta, also with a dense dorsal hair covering but with single, reticulately ornamented spores were also made, thus providing more material for study.
Riccia hirsuta emend. Volk & Perold
Monoica (?), viridi-grisea, mediocris, perennis; frons usque ad 10 mm longa, 2 -4 mm lata, duplo ad triplo latior quam crassa, simplex vel furcata, obcuneata vel oblonga, apice breviter emarginata sparsimque sulcata, antice convexa, in sicco subplana ad concava, dense hirsuta ob pilos longos (inde nomen speciei), marginibus plus minus attenuatis; costa lata, crassa, subplana vel convexa, ad margines sensim excurrens. Stratum aeriferum canalibus aeriferis altis. Squamae grandes, marginem frondis superantes, imbricatae, hyalinae, deltatae, apicibus in filis liberis scissis, vel dentatis. Sporae triangulo-globulares, polares, brunneae, 115-125 /tm diametro, late alatae, margine subtiliter crenato, imperfecte reticulatae, granulatae; areolae in diametro sporarum 6 -8, centrales majorae. Chromosomatum numerus n = 8 (Bomefeld 1984). 
R. hirsuta is distinguished from other species in section
Pilifer by the very tall, shiny dorsal cell pillars and by the triangular scales, apically split into filamentous, short, loose, cellular strands. R. tomentosa is dorsally tomentose, hence the specific epithet, and differs from other southern African Riccia species, e.g. R. hirsuta (Table 1) 
